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Vocabulary for Chapter 3 of Chermpf 

Please see the “Read Me First-Vocabulary Lists” link before using these lists in order to get the best 

understanding of our recommendations and intentions.  Note that the definitions provided here 

convey the meaning intended by the author.  Other meanings may exist for each word, and once 

these definitions have been mastered, the reader is encouraged to explore them as well.  

Use them to impress your friends! 

 

Thanks!  

Set A 
 

matter-of-factly prism 

stroke melodramatic 

formal activate 

blankly doze 

 

MATTER-OF-FACTLY 

Meaning in context: “straight forward, given as true, said without drama or exaggeration” 

(adjective):  “Too zappy,” said Roscoe, matter-of-factly, one paw stroking his chin.  (page 21) 

Different words, same meaning: “Too zappy,” said Roscoe, in a straight forward fashion, one 

paw stroking his chin.   

Another example: „It will rain today,” Horace said matter-of-factly, as he opened his umbrella 

in the kitchen. 

 

STROKE 

Meaning in context: “to caress or gently pet and touch” (verb):  “Too zappy,” said Roscoe 

matter-of-factly, one paw stroking his chin.  (page 21) 

Different words, same meaning: “Too zappy,” said Roscoe matter-of-factly, one paw gently 

pulling at his chin. 

Another example: The baby water horse enjoyed being stroked behind its ear. 
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FORMAL 

Meaning in context: “part of an established process, authoritative, planned and organized” 

(adjective): I knew I should have asked for a formal performance review! (page 18)  

Different words, same meaning: I knew I should have asked for a serious and authoritative 

performance review!  

Another example: The party called for formal dress; so Lars wore a t-shirt with a tie printed on 

the front. 

 

BLANKLY 

Meaning in context: “lacking expression, an empty look or gaze” (adverb):  Roscoe‟s voice 

trailed off and he stared blankly at the ceiling.  (page 21) 

Different words, same meaning: Roscoe‟s voice trailed off and he stared with an empty look at 

the ceiling. 

Another example: Madge looked blankly at the teacher when she did not know the answer to 

the question. 

 

PRISM 

Meaning in context: “clear or transparent block of angled glass or crystal used to refract 

light” (noun):   “I‟m not sure but it sounds like she swallowed a prism.”  (page 21 and many 

other places!) 

Different words, same meaning:  “I‟m not sure but it sounds like she swallowed a block of 

glass used to bend light.” 

Another example: In science class, the children learned that white light can be broken into a 

spectrum of many colors using a prism.  

 

MELODRAMATC 

Meaning in context: “over emotional” (adjective):  Sometimes Roscoe can be a little 

melodramatic.  (page 18) 

Different words, same meaning: Sometimes Roscoe can be a little over emotional.  

Another example: If Lenny did not get her way, she would mope about in a melodramatic 

fashion. 
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ACTIVATE 

Meaning in context: “to start or turn on” (verb):  We‟ll have to be careful not to activate it 

once we get it out though. (page 22) 

Different words, same meaning: We‟ll have to be careful not to start it once we get it out 

though. 

Another example: With the touch of a button, one could activate the automatic litter scoop.  

 

DOZE 

Meaning in context: “to be in light sleep, to nap” (verb):  He was a pretty normal cat, and he 

spent most of his time in the front window dozing in the sun.  (page 22) 

Different words, same meaning: He was a pretty normal cat, and he spent most of his time in 

the front window napping in the sun. 

Another example:  Grandpa often dozed during long drives. 
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Set B 
 

knowledgeable splendid 

apoplectic  mere 

reticulated cordial 

errant disposition 

 

KNOWLEDGEABLE 

Meaning in context: “wise, having wisdom or knowledge” (adjective):  Roscoe was trying to 

sound knowledgeable but came across as snooty. (page 20) 

Different words, same meaning: Roscoe was trying to sound wise but came across as snooty. 

Another example: If you study ichthyology you may become knowledgeable about tuna. 

 

APOPLECTIC 

Meaning in context: “extremely upset or angry to the point of panic” (adjective):   Roscoe 

was nearly apoplectic when the kitten barked at him.  (page 17) 

Different words, same meaning: Roscoe was nearly frozen with anger and panic when the 

kitten barked at him. 

Another example: After the toilet bowl prank, Aunt Prue became apoplectic and could not 

speak. 

 

RETICULATED 

Meaning in context: “having spots or coloring in the form of a grid, such as on a giraffe” 

(adjective): Black was an essential color for drawings of tarantulas and reticulated lemurs.  

(page 16) 

Different words, same meaning: Black was an essential color for drawings of tarantulas and 

lemurs spots like giraffes.   

Another example: Lemurs are not reticulated, although they have bands of color like rings on 

their tails.  
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ERRANT 

Meaning in context: “missing, gone astray” (adjective):    Gracie scrambled under the kitchen 

table to recover her errant shoe.  (page 16) 

Different words, same meaning: Gracie scrambled under the kitchen table to recover her 

missing shoe. 

Another example: Roscoe found the errant cat treat at the bottom of the laundry basket. 

 

SPLENDID 

Meaning in context: “excellent, magnificent” (adjective):   Goldenrod is a splendid color, 

Gracie thought. (page 16) 

Different words, same meaning:   Goldenrod is a magnificent color, Gracie thought 

Another example:  Roscoe‟s fluffy tail made for a splendid feather duster. 

 

MERE 

Meaning in context: “minor, slightest” (adjective):  Roscoe whispered the last word as if the 

mere mention of it could summon a dreaded baby canine.   (page 18) 

Different words, same meaning: Roscoe whispered the last word as if the slightest mention of 

it could summon a dreaded baby canine. 

Another example: The heavy rain was no mere shower, it came down in buckets. 

 

CORDIAL 

Meaning in context: “pleasant, friendly, polite” (adjective):   Roscoe had a cordial 

disposition, but he was nervous around strangers.  (page 16) 

Different words, same meaning: Roscoe had a friendly disposition, but he was nervous around 

strangers. 

Another example: Reg liked the mailman; he was cordial even when he was delivering the bills. 
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DISPOSITION 

Meaning in context: “attitude, temperament, nature” (noun):   Roscoe had a cordial 

disposition, but he was nervous around strangers. (page 16) 

Different words, same meaning:  Roscoe had a cordial nature, but he was nervous around 

strangers. 

Another example: A little girl with an inquisitive disposition asks many questions. 
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Set C 
 

render subliminal 

tortured threshold 

 

RENDER 

Meaning in context “to make or cause to become” (verb):   She wondered if the dirty socks 

had rendered the cat unconscious.  (page 19) 

Different words, same meaning:  She wondered if the dirty socks made the cat unconscious. 

Another example: If all went according to her plan the peanut butter on the stairs would render 

them impassable.  

 

TORTURED 

Meaning in context: “as if in pain, painfully” (adjective):   Releasing another tortured sigh 

and shaking his head he walked over to the sink. (page 20) 

Different words, same meaning: Releasing another pained sigh and shaking his head he walked 

over to the sink. 

Another example:  Midge watched her team lose with a tortured expression.  

 

SUBLIMINAL 

Meaning in context: “affecting the mind or thought without perception or awareness, 

unconscious” (adjective):  Roscoe mumbled something about subliminal conditioning. (page 

17) 

Different words, same meaning:  Roscoe mumbled something about unconscious conditioning. 

Another example: The Mr. Yum company used a subliminal advertising campaign for the 

release of the new “Sticker” flavor cat food.  

 

THRESHOLD 

Meaning in context: “doorsill, doorway, doorstep” (noun):  Sitting at the kitchen threshold 

was Roscoe, the family pet.  (page 16) 

Different words, same meaning: Sitting at the kitchen doorstep was Roscoe, the family pet.   

Another example: The smell was so strong; she would not pass the threshold of the litter box 

area. 


