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Vocabulary for Chapter 2 of Chermpf 

 

Please see the “Read Me First-Vocabulary Lists” link before using these lists in order to get the best 

understanding of our recommendations and intentions.  Note that the definitions provided here 

convey the meaning intended by the author.  Other meanings may exist for each word, and once 

these definitions have been mastered, the reader is encouraged to explore them as well.  

Use them to impress your friends! 

 

Thanks!  

Set A 
 

triumphantly glower  
reverie inquisitively 
approximate upright 

 
 
TRIUMPHANTLY 

Meaning in context: “showing victory or success” (adverb):  Great!  He yelled triumphantly, as if 

the decision were a fait accompli (meaning “already decided” see below) (page 11) 

Different words, same meaning: Great!  He yelled in victory, as if the decision were already 

decided. 

Another example: After she scored the touchdown, she spiked the football into the ground 

triumphantly. 

 

REVERIE 

Meaning in context: “a daydream, to get lost in a memory or thought” (noun): “Well maybe 

William and Susan can keep it,” said Gracie’s mother just as Gracie was coming out of her corn 

snake reverie.  (page 12) 

Different words, same meaning: “Well maybe William and Susan can keep it,” said Gracie’s 

mother just as Gracie was coming out of her corn snake daydream. 

Another example: The smell of pumpkin pie baking in the kitchen brought a reverie to Lars about 

Thanksgiving when he was a boy. 
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APPROXIMATE 

Meaning in context: “to estimate or guess with some effort at accuracy, to imitate or copy 

closely” (verb): (page 10) Gracie approximated the sound as best she could. 

Different words, same meaning: Gracie imitated the sound as best she could. 

Another example: Without a ruler, the carpenter approximated the length of wood needed for the 

ceiling beam. 

 

GLOWER 

Meaning in context: “an angry look, a scowl” (verb): She glowered at her father. (page 10) 

Different words, same meaning: She looked angrily at her father. 

Another example: The teacher glowered at the misbehaving students. 

 

INQUISITIVELY 

Meaning in context: “curiously, with interest” (adverb):  Again the kitten tilted her head 

inquisitively, narrowing her eyes.  (page 14) 

Different words, same meaning:  Again the kitten tilted her head curiously, narrowing her eyes. 

Another example: Brad opened the mysterious package inquisitively, not knowing what was inside. 

 

UPRIGHT 

Meaning in context: “standing up, vertical, erect” (adjective):  Gracie stood upright in the chair 

and folded her arms.  (page 14) 

Different words, same meaning: Gracie stood up erect in the chair and folded her arms. 

Another example: Constance set the wet umbrella upright next to the door, so that it might dry. 
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Set B 
 

concede admonishment  
mock socialize 
runt  

 
 
CONCEDE 

Meaning in context: “to surrender, to give up” (verb):  Conceding the staring contest to the little 

girl, the kitten began to lick one of her paws. (page 15) 

Different words, same meaning: Surrendering the staring contest to the little girl, the kitten began 

to lick one of her paws. 

Another example: After all of the votes were counted, Duante had to concede the election to his 

opponent.  

 

MOCK 

Meaning in context: “fake, pretend, inauthentic” (adjective): Holding up his hands in mock 

surrender, Grandpa Sal turned to his daughter.  (page 11) 

Different words, same meaning: Holding up his hands in fake surrender, Grandpa Sal turned to 

his daughter. 

Another example: “You mean some cats actually like tuna fish?” asked Roscoe sarcastically, in mock 

surprise. 

 

RUNT 

Meaning in context: “undersized or weak, the smallest animal in a group” (noun): “She’s the 

runt of the litter!”(page 11) 

Different words, same meaning: “She’s the smallest of the litter!” 

Another example: Of all the new puppies, the runt was the only one brave enough to climb out of 

the box. 
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ADMONISHMENT 

Meaning in context: “a mild scolding or warning against bad behavior” (noun):  The kitten 

turned her head to one side as though she were listening intently to Gracie’s admonishment.  (page 13) 

Different words, same meaning: The kitten turned her head to one side as though she were 

listening intently to Gracie’s scolding.   

Another example: The teenagers had to listen to the officer’s admonishment about skateboarding in 

the active volcano area. 

 

SOCIALIZE 

Meaning in context: “to learn to associate with others” (verb):  If she had been taken away 

from her litter too soon, she may not have been socialized properly.  (page 14) 

Different words, same meaning: If she had been taken away from her litter too soon, she may not 

have been taught to get along with others properly. 

Another example: The children at Grace’s day camp often picked their noses because they had not 

been socialized by their parents.  
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Set C 
 

angular momentum dramatic 
nauseous fait accompli 
rear  

 

ANGULAR MOMENTUM 

Meaning in context: This is a term from physics describing the motion of a freely rotating 

disc, like a Frisbee in flight. “spin”:  Angular Momentum-Free Child Rearing for the Mildly 

Nauseous (page 15) 

Different words, same meaning: Spin-Free Child Rearing for the Mildly Nauseous  

Another example:  The angular momentum of the Frisbee helped it to fly straight across the field. 

 

NAUSEOUS 

Meaning in context: “to be sick to one’s stomach” (adjective):  Angular Momentum-Free Child 

Rearing for the Mildly Nauseous (page 15) 

Different words, same meaning: Angular Momentum-Free Child Rearing for the Mildly Queasy  

Another example: The violent rocking of the ferry to Connecticut in combination with his pastrami 

lunch made Raoul very nauseous.   

 

REAR 

Meaning in context: “to raise from birth” (verb):  Angular Momentum-Free Child Rearing for the 

Mildly Nauseous (page 15) 

Different words, same meaning:  Angular Momentum-Free Child Raising for the Mildly Nauseous 

Another example: In order to rear the baby lemur to adulthood properly, Blair would have to get a 

reference book from the library. 

 

DRAMATIC 

Meaning in context: “exaggerated and extreme” (adjective): Grandpa Sal turned to his 

daughter with a dramatic expression of shock and concern.  (page 11) 

Different words, same meaning: Grandpa Sal turned to his daughter with an exaggerated expression 

of shock and concern. 

Another example: Hildegard liked attention always made a dramatic entrance at parties when she 

wore her Viking helmet. 
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FAIT ACCOMPLI 

Meaning in context: This is a French expression that has found its way into English, 

meaning “an accomplished fact,” something that has been done and now must be accepted, 

already decided (noun): Great!  He yelled triumphantly, as if the decision were a fait accompli. (page 

11) 

Different words, same meaning: Great!  He yelled triumphantly, as if the decision were already an 

accomplished fact. 

Another example: The decision to keep the kitten was a fait accompli as far as the children were 

concerned. 

 


