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Vocabulary for Chapter 1 of Chermpf 

 

Please see the “Read Me First-Vocabulary Lists” link before using these lists in order to get the best 

understanding of our recommendations and intentions.  Note that the definitions provided here 

convey the meaning intended by the author.  Other meanings may exist for each word, and once 

these definitions have been mastered, the reader is encouraged to explore them as well.  

Use them to impress your friends! 

 

Thanks!  

Set A 
 

gingerly behold 
vague bellow 
scowl  resume 
avert  herald 
origin  

  
 
GINGERLY 

Meaning in context “with great care” (adverb): Grandpa Sal smiled, and he gingerly stepped 

around Gracie. (page 5) 

Different words, same meaning: Grandpa Sal smiled, and he very carefully stepped around Gracie. 

Another example: Gracie carried the dishes to the table gingerly, so they would not fall and break. 

 

BEHOLD 

Meaning in context “to see, to observe” (verb): She had an urge to jump down from the chair 

and run out of the room to avoid beholding the contents. (page 8) 

Different words, same meaning: She had an urge to jump down from the chair and run out of the 

room to avoid seeing the contents. 

Another example: Everyone who witnessed it agreed that the lightning from the storm was an 

amazing sight to behold. 
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VAGUE 

Meaning in context “unclear, not easily seen” (adverb): She sucked in a small gasp, and vaguely, 

somewhere behind her 

she heard her mother say, “Oh no.” (page 8) 

Different words, same meaning: She sucked in a small gasp, and not clearly, somewhere behind her 

she heard her mother say, “Oh no.” 

Another example: In the dark, I could only see the vague shape of a person in front of me. 

 

BELLOW 

Meaning in context “to say or announce loudly and forcefully” (verb): “Hi, Gracie!” he bellowed 

loud enough for the entire neighborhood to hear. (page 4) 

Different words, same meaning: “Hi, Gracie!” he yelled loud enough for the entire neighborhood 

to hear. 

Another example: The fire chief bellowed his orders in order to be heard over the noise of the 

crowd. 

 

SCOWL 

Meaning in context “a facial expression showing displeasure” (noun): “What’s in the box, 

Dad?” she asked with the scrunchy half-wince, half-scowl on her face that she got whenever 

Grandpa Sal brought mysterious boxes into the house. (page 5) 

Different words, same meaning:  “What’s in the box, Dad?” she asked with the scrunchy half-

wince, half-angry frown on her face that she got whenever Grandpa Sal brought mysterious boxes into 

the house. 

Another example (verb): Roscoe scowled when Ann gave him a flavor of cat food he did not like.  

 

RESUME 

Meaning in context “to return to a task already begun”  (verb): She prepared to resume work on 

a detailed drawing of a winged tarantula. (page 3) 

Different words, same meaning: She prepared to restart work on a detailed drawing of a winged 

tarantula. 

Another example: It was hard to resume his homework after Denny was given the surprise gift. 

 



3 | © Border Station Press 2014-5. All rights reserved. 

AVERT 

Meaning in context “to avoid viewing, to look away from” (verb): The feeling grew so intense 

that Gracie almost averted her eyes. (page 8) 

Different words, same meaning: The feeling grew so intense that Gracie almost looked away. 

Another example: The glare from the sunshine on the water was so bright; the swimmers had to 

avert their eyes.  

 

HERALD 

Meaning in context “to introduce, to announce, to mark an arrival” (verb): Gracie got a 

strange feeling that this box heralded change and that once she looked inside there would be no going 

back. (page 8) 

Different words, same meaning: Gracie got a strange feeling that this box announced change and 

that once she looked inside there would be no going back. 

Another example:  The dark thunder clouds heralded the coming of a summer rain storm. 

 

ORIGIN 

Meaning in context “source, starting place” (noun): The word fit as far as Gracie was 

concerned, so she had never bothered to ask after its origin. (page 4) 

Different words, same meaning: The word fit as far as Gracie was concerned, so she had never 

bothered to ask after where it first came from.  

Another example: The origin of the strange smell was traced to the spoiled cheese Roscoe was 

saving behind the refrigerator. 
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Set B 
 

utter overly 

anxiety exasperated 

feign incredulity 

magnitude marvel 

meticulous nestle 

premonition  

 

 

UTTER 

Meaning in context “to say out loud” (verb): Yawn complete, the kitten opened its eyes again, 

contemplated Gracie and, with some effort, uttered a quiet and strange little noise. (page 8) 

Different words, same meaning: Yawn complete, the kitten opened its eyes again, contemplated 

Gracie and, with some effort, spoke a quiet and strange little noise. 

Another example: Olive was so surprised to see the purple dolphin that she could not utter a single 

word. 

 

OVERLY 

Meaning in context: “too much, very much, excessive” (adverb): She was not overly fond of 

surprises, especially when they came in the form of battered old boxes better left on the dusty floor 

of her father’s workshop. (page 6) 

Different words, same meaning: She was not very much fond of surprises, especially when they 

came in the form of battered old boxes better left on the dusty floor of her father’s workshop.  

Another example: Roscoe was not overly happy about having pineapples on his pizza, unless they 

were combined with anchovies. 

 

ANXIETY 

Meaning in context: “nervousness, worry” (noun): “Dad . . .” Ann’s voice betrayed her growing 

anxiety. (page 6) 

Different words, same meaning: “Dad . . .” Ann’s voice betrayed her growing worry. 

Another example: The thought that squirrels might steal his car caused Morton anxiety. 
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EXASPERATED 

Meaning in context “very frustrated or irritated (verb)”: “IT’S A TARANTULA, Otherwise 

known as Lycosa tarantula!” howled an exasperated Gracie. (page 6) 

Different words, same meaning: “IT’S A TARANTULA, Otherwise known as Lycosa tarantula!” 

howled an extremely irritated Gracie. 

Another example: Susan was exasperated when her Wi-Fi connection would not work.  

 

FEIGN 

Meaning in context “to fake or pretend” (verb): “Does it really? I thought for sure it was at least 

6.3!” Grandpa Sal would respond in feigned incredulity. (page 4) 

Different words, same meaning: “Does it really? I thought for sure it was at least 6.3!” Grandpa 

Sal would respond in pretend incredulity. 

Another example: Roscoe feigned unconsciousness when he learned the kitten would be staying. 

 

INCREDULITY 

Meaning in context “shock and surprise, disbelief” (noun): “Does it really? I thought for sure 

it was at least 6.3!” Grandpa Sal would respond in feigned incredulity. (page 4) 

Different words, same meaning: “Does it really? I thought for sure it was at least 6.3!” Grandpa 

Sal would respond in feigned surprise. 

Another example: Uncle William’s eyes grew wide with incredulity when he learned the kitten could 

talk. 

 

MAGNITUDE 

Meaning in context “size, dimension” (noun): Gracie was marveling at the yawn’s magnitude 

when she thought, just for a second, she saw something bright sparkle and flash in the back of the 

kitten’s mouth. (page 8) 

Different words, same meaning: Gracie was marveling at the yawn’s great size when she thought, 

just for a second, she saw something bright sparkle and flash in the back of the kitten’s mouth.  

Another example: Roscoe’s appetite had such great magnitude, that he ate two entire cans of 

Orangutan-flavored cat food for lunch. 
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MARVEL 

Meaning in context: “with wonder, great curiosity, amazement” (verb): Gracie was marveling at 

the yawn’s magnitude when she thought, just for a second, she saw something bright sparkle and 

flash in the back of the kitten’s mouth. (page 8) 

Different words, same meaning: Gracie was amazed at the yawn’s magnitude when she thought, 

just for a second, she saw something bright sparkle and flash in the back of the kitten’s mouth.  

Another example: Gracie marveled when Roscoe fit the entire slice of pizza in his mouth.  

 

METICULOUS 

Meaning in context “extremely careful attention to detail, with precision” (adjective): Her 

clear eyes narrowed in concentration as she prepared to resume work on a meticulously detailed 

drawing of a winged tarantula. (page 3) 

Different words, same meaning: Her clear eyes narrowed in concentration as she prepared to 

resume work on a precisely detailed drawing of a winged tarantula 

Another example: Galen’s organization of his Legos by size, shape and color was meticulous.  

 

NESTLE 

Meaning in context “to be close to, sheltered” (verb): Her curled little pink tongue nestled 

between two rows of tiny but sharp white teeth. (page 8) 

Different words, same meaning: Her curled little pink tongue was sheltered between two rows of 

tiny but sharp white teeth. 

Another example: The kitten nestled close to its mother for warmth. 

 

PREMONITION 

Meaning in context “an impression or feeling about a future event before it happens” 

(noun): As her eyes scanned briefly for the box contents, Gracie got a strange feeling, a feeling that 

she would learn to call a premonition when she grew older. (page 6) 

Different words, same meaning: As her eyes scanned briefly for the box contents, Gracie got a 

strange feeling, a feeling that she would learn to call an omen when she grew older 

Another example: Gracie’s dream about maple syrup was a premonition for the family trip to the 

International House of Pancakes the following weekend.  
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Set C 
 

indisputable controversy 
survey  tad 
distract ed strand 
keen various 

 
 

INDISPUTABLE 

Meaning in context “unquestionable, unarguable” (adjective): “Tulips aren’t black and 

brown,” Gracie stated flatly, expecting to rest her case on this indisputable fact. (page 6) 

Different words, same meaning: “Tulips aren’t black and brown,” Gracie stated flatly, expecting 

to rest her case on this unquestionable fact.  

Another example: It is indisputable that if something is a cat, then it is not also a dog.   

 

CONTROVERSY 

Meaning in context “problem, dispute or disagreement” (noun): Squinting, he turned the 

picture upside down as if the new perspective would somehow resolve the developing tulip–

tarantula controversy. (page 5) 

Different words, same meaning: Squinting, he turned the picture upside down as if the new 

perspective would somehow resolve the developing tulip–tarantula problem. 

Another example: Arguments over which flavor of ice cream is best was always sure to stir up a big 

controversy in the Fisher household. 

 

SURVEY 

Meaning in context “a comprehensive view or appraisal” (verb): Surveying the artwork, she was 

trying to decide if the spider’s fangs were perhaps a tad too long. (page 3) 

Different words, same meaning: Appraising the artwork, she was trying to decide if the spider’s 

fangs were perhaps a tad too long.  

Another example: The kitten surveyed the table to see if there was any bologna to be taken. 
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TAD 

Meaning in context “a bit, a small amount” (noun): Surveying the artwork, she was trying to 

decide if the spider’s fangs were perhaps a tad too long. (page 3) 

Different words, same meaning: Surveying the artwork, she was trying to decide if the spider’s 

fangs were perhaps a bit too long. (page 3) 

Another example: Roscoe’s whiskers were a tad longer on his left cheek than on his right. 

 

DISTRACTEDLY 

Meaning in context “not paying attention” (adverb): Gracie put down her crayon and distractedly 

brushed a strand of pale blond hair out of eyes. (page 4) 

Different words, same meaning: Gracie put down her crayon and inattentively 

brushed a strand of pale blond hair out of eyes. 

Another example: Roscoe distractedly flipped his tail back and forth while he looked into the 

fishbowl. 

 

STRAND 

Meaning in context “a piece or part of string, hair or rope” (noun): Gracie put down her 

crayon and distractedly brushed a strand of pale blond hair out of eyes. (page 4) 

Different words, same meaning: Gracie put down her crayon and distractedly brushed a piece of 

pale blond hair out of eyes.  

Another example: A long strand of strong chain attached the heavy anchor to the ship. 

 

KEEN 

Meaning in context “strong feeling or desire” (adjective): Having a keen interest in 

measurement (among other things), she had tried to picture six of the cartons stacked together. 

(page 4) 

Different words, same meaning: Having a sharp interest in measurement (among other things), 

she had tried to picture six of the cartons stacked together. 

Another example: The kitten had a keen sense of hearing and she could detect the opening of a cat 

food can from a mile away. 
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VARIOUS 

Meaning in context “different kinds, diverse things” (adjective): Gracie, the youngest member, 

was sitting at the kitchen table amidst her crayons and various spider-drawing reference materials. 

(page 3) 

Different words, same meaning: Gracie, the youngest member, was sitting at the kitchen table 

amidst her crayons and different spider-drawing reference materials. 

Another example: Cats come in various shapes in sizes, but Roscoe was sure that he was among 

the best.  


