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READ ME FIRST 
 

A Note about the Vocabulary Lists for Parents-Version 1.0 from the Publishers: 
 
 Chermpf is a book for advanced middle-grade readers.  The category of middle-grade is not 

exact, but it generally means between 6th and 9th grade, give or take, although many 4th graders who 

are avid readers happily read middle-grade books.  As the Harry Potter phenomenon showed us, 

many adults will read them too, which is a great thing.  It is our opinion at Border Station Press that 

more parents should read what their kids are reading, and more teachers should read aloud to their 

classes.  Roald Dahl’s Fantastic Mr. Fox was read to us by an equally fantastic teacher when we were 

in third grade, and it was one of the most memorable experiences of our lives. 

 

 There are many ways to rate the difficulty or readability level of vocabulary in a text, and 

despite the best efforts of educators, for the most part they are not exact. Various websites exist that 

will allow you to cut and paste text passages into them and they will spit out grade-level equivalents 

or vocabulary difficulty ratings based on their scales.  In preparing our lists, we looked at several 

rating systems, but did not definitively settle on one.  Therefore, we are not providing a grade 

equivalent level for our lists.  Readability of a text passage depends on context, so we looked closely 

at that, and reader involvement in the story is dependent upon the appeal of that context.  We take 

the position that an advanced third grade reader can master many of these words, and we also take 

the position that they will appeal to a ninth grader who is not a strong or motivated reader, yet is 

willing to accept a challenge.   

 

 The vocabulary lists are here for you as the parent/teacher. Whereas we would not 

discourage a child from reading through the lists, the lists are most useful to help the parent 

understand the meaning intended by the author and to help organize those words you wish to teach 

at any given time.  We do recommend that if time allows, the words be read aloud with your child 

and the sample sentences discussed.  It will be easier to identify trouble spots or patterns of 

difficulty that way.  Remember that not all of the words in the lists are absolutely necessary to 

understand the book.  They were chosen by the writer during the writing process, and some of the 

words are there for style, flavor, and atmosphere, or because they are really fun to use.   
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 Generally, the lessons follow a common sense approach and move from a basic level to an 

advanced level.  First the reader has to be exposed to the word, which includes word meaning and 

spelling.  Ideally, if you are reading aloud with your child, exposure will also include word 

pronunciation.  Once the reader has some familiarity with the word, he or she can move on to 

identifying it in different contexts and practice predicting its meaning and impact on text 

surrounding it.  Lastly, we aim to incorporate the word into the reader’s lexicon, to give the reader 

ownership over the word.  When you complete Chapter 1 and your child says: 

 “There’s no need to resume bellowing at me about picking up my various crayons; I heard you 

the first time!” 

you will know that you are on to something.  

 

 Please note the description above says “Version 1.0.”  We love Chermpf as a story that is fun 

and exciting to read.   We also hoped that we could provide something more for those parents and 

children who wish to exercise their intellects while enjoying quality reading time together; this is why 

we have included the lessons.  We hope that you find them useful, but please remember that the real 

joy in being a reader is wanting to read in one’s free time and seeking out those magical books that 

give the reader the opportunity to escape or explore new worlds.  Please do not use these lessons or 

any others to make reading a chore.        

 

 Most importantly, you know your child best, and we are certainly not claiming to have all of 

the answers.  Feel free to modify or change any of these lessons to best suit your needs.  If you hit 

upon something that really works (or really doesn’t, for that matter) drop us a line to let us know, so 

we can learn and improve going forward.  Also, do not be afraid to ask and share on the Border 

Station Press website.   

 

 It’s always nice to know that you are not alone. 

 
 
 
 
 
 


